
 

 

 Monika Courtney first became passionate about wild horses when she went to a 
private mountain with the Cloud Foundation. 
 According to their web site, thecloudfoundation.org, The Cloud Foundation “is 
dedicated to preventing the extinction of Cloud's herd through education, media events 
and programming, and public involvement.” 
 With The Cloud Foundation, Courtney was able to go on a ride up to a mountain 
and witness a wild horse roundup by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). 
 The roundup of wild horses by the BLM was cruel, according to Courtney, and 
the BLM employees seemed indifferent about their roundup methods. 
 “It was really disgusting. I came home very disturbed with what I saw,” Courtney 
said. 
 Helicopters were used to force the horses down the mountain, where the BLM 
would round them up.  
 “The [horses] were frozen in fear. I’ll never forget that panic,” Courtney said. “If 
you show people footage of life roundups, people are shocked to their core.” 
 After Courtney’s experience witnessing this roundup, she became more involved 
with the plight of wild horses on a more personal level. Courtney contacted wildlife 
biologist Craig Downer for more information and then started writing and exposing this 
issue on her own.  
 “I wanted to grow attention to this. It is something the public doesn’t know about. 
It’s kept secret until you go see it with your own eyes,” Courtney said. “The [BLM 
employees] act one way and tell the public something completely different.” 
 When Courtney has contacted the BLM to ask questions and pursue more 
information, she has consistently been referred to the BLM’s public relations official. 
 “I asked questions about the hooves. [I’ve seen some] hooves curled eight 
inches. They said they have solvents to take care of horses, but it’s just not true. 
They’ve been neglected,” Courtney said. 
 There was an advisory meeting in Denver where the BLM promised to work on 
transparency, according to Courtney. 
 “I don’t buy all the transparency promises. They’re always trying to wiggle their 
way to look good, even when they’re caught. It’s just not transparent,” Courtney said. “I 
find it very difficult to trust anything they say. If you catch them with something, they 
scramble to get the perfect PR response.” 
 Courtney feels the BLM’s holding practices are inhumane as well and are in 
desperate need of federal guidelines. 
 “We need this now. Not yesterday,” Courtney said. “It’s just frustrating: America 
is a modern country yet we have Stonehenge circumstances for wild horse holdings. 
The BLM keeps applying bogus science. We need to push for real science.”   
 In the future, Courtney would like to see greater cooperation between advocacy 
groups and the BLM. However, the strong bias in the BLM’s upper rank advisory board 
makes this difficult to envision according to Courtney. 
 “A lot of BLM people on the lower rank are decent people, but they take orders 
from above and they have to do their job,” Courtney said. 
 Courtney would like to see the BLM reintroduce predators into the wild horse’s 
habitat, drop their permanent sterilization practices, and start listening to the reports 
from the National Academy of Sciences. 



 

 

 She encourages all wild horse advocates to witness a round-up in person, 
because of the powerful effect it leaves on people. 
 “You have to see it in person. You have to investigate on your own, “Courtney 
said. “When you see foals run off the cliff or lose their hooves because they’re running 
so hard to keep up with their mothers, something is wrong.” 


